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It was another week of Democrat disarray in Washington. Despite a visit from President
Biden and attempts from Speaker Pelosi to strong-arm her caucus, the Majority still could not
find the support needed to pass their $1.2 trillion infrastructure and “restructured” $1.75 trillion
reconciliation bill. Republicans oppose these bills because they do virtually nothing to repair
crumbling roads and bridges, like I-81. Instead, both bills spend money we do not have on
Green New Deal programs, which keeps inflation on its upward trajectory while killing American
jobs. Meanwhile, the GOP continues to seek out bipartisan solutions that would actually fix our
Nation's infrastructure.

Also this week, | had the opportunity to fight for freedom in several areas. | wrote to the
President of Washington and Lee University regarding its censorship of student groups on
campus, and | also wrote to Secretary Mayorkas concerning vaccine mandates for Border
Patrol agents. In addition, | also supported legislation to ensure that first responders or their
families get the benefits they deserve in the event of a tragedy. | will continue to advocate on
behalf of Sixth District residents when | return to Washington next week.

Biden's Budget Boondoggle:

Amidst skyrocketing inflation, a disastrous September Jobs Report, and U.S. GDP growth
slowing to 2% in the third quarter, the Democrats’ newly released Budget Boondoggle
“framework” will only further cripple our economy. Imposing a $1.2 trillion tax hike on Americans
will kill jobs, hammer small businesses as they struggle to survive, worsen the labor shortage,
and drive inflation higher on American families. Further, this bill spends trillions we don’t have to



further push cradle-to-grave programs that make the American people more dependent on
government assistance. We need to get our country back on track, and it begins with fiscal
responsibility and good governance. While the text of this boondoggle has only been available
since Thursday evening, below is a breakdown of spending. For a detailed list of concerns,
please click here.

1. $420 billion in tax hikes on small businesses.

2. $800 billion in tax hikes on American businesses that will kill U.S. jobs, surrender
economically to China, Russia, Japan, and Europe, and make it better to be a foreign
company than an American one.

3. A new tax on retirement plans that hurts workers and seniors by punishing businesses
that invest in their own stock.

4. $330 billion in new spending that includes incentives to the jobless to stay home rather
than work, causing 2 million workers to exit the workforce.

5. $550 billion in green welfare subsidies for the wealthy and big corporations.

6. $545 billion in budget gimmicks.
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Censorship on College Campuses:

This week, | sent the following letter to President William Dudley of Washington and Lee
University. The letter responds to reports that Washington and Lee ordered a student group to
remove materials supporting a state-wide candidate for office from its booth at an annual
activities fair. | was pleased to be joined in this effort by Washington and Lee University alumni
Representatives Morgan Giriffith (VA-09), Joe Wilson (SC-02), and Neal Dunn (FL-02).

Far too often across the country we see censorship on college campuses. Free speech,
particularly with regard to political discourse, plays a critical role in furthering discussions that
have the ability to shape individuals’ lives and communities. That is why we urged President
Dudley to uphold his institution’s mission statement to provide a liberal arts education that
develops students' capacity to think freely, critically, and humanely and to conduct themselves
with honor, integrity, and civility. These principles are paramount to preparing individuals to
contribute thoughtfully to society.

Border Patrol Vaccine Mandate:

While | have consistently encouraged folks to get the COVID vaccine, it should be a personal
choice. The federal government should not be mandating vaccines on American citizens.
Unfortunately, the Department of Homeland Security recently announced that all unvaccinated
Border Patrol agents and other employees responsible for securing our borders and enforcing



our immigration laws would face being fired. With morale at an all-time low, this mandate will
serve as the last straw for agents who can easily leave the agency for other law enforcement
organizations at the state and local level or retire. That endangers National Security. Given the
crisis, no agent is expendable, and that is why my colleagues and | urged Secretary Mayorkas
to consider the reasonable accommodation requests of agents who have either medical or
religious issues with the vaccine. The full letter can be found here.

Protecting America’s First Responders Act:

As we celebrated National First Responders Day this week, | was pleased to support the
House passage of the Protecting America’s First Responders Act. This legislation makes
significant improvements to the Department of Justice’s Public Safety Officer Benefits
program, which currently provides first responders who die or are permanently disabled in the
line of duty with a federal benefit of $370,000 and education assistance of $1,200 a month to
their children or spouse. This bill will directly assist those brave individuals struggling with
lasting impacts of service, and | will continue to support legislation that gives back to those who
have given so much to our communities.

Constituent Meetings:

| always enjoy traveling throughout our region meeting with constituents and businesses.
Recently, | toured Speyside Bourbon in Millboro and the Valley Career & Technical Center in
Fishersville. | also had the opportunity to participate in the Valley Program for Aging Services'
Meals on Wheels initiative in Waynesboro.



Speyside Bourbon (Millboro)



Meals on Wheels delivery (Waynesboro)
COVID Update:

This week in Virginia there was an average of 17 cases of COVID-19 per every 100,000
residents. This is down from an average of 19 cases from one week prior. This week's positivity
rate was 6.60% compared to last week's 7.02%. Experts predict that cases in Virginia for the
coming week will be between 11 and 20 per every 100,000 residents. For more information,
click here.



Coronavirus
Updates

Visit coronavirus.gov
for more information.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Congressman. If my office can ever be of
assistance, please contact my Washington office at (202) 225-5431.

For the latest updates from Washington and across the Sixth District, please follow
my Facebook and Twitter pages.
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