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House Democrats spent last week moving legislation that accomplished little other than
increasing our Federal debt and trying to shore up their base in the polls. Desperate to distort,
distract, and deceive the American people from the failed agenda of Nancy Pelosi and
President Biden, Congress considered a massive spending bill and other legislation that fails to
help address the impact of rising prices of food, fuel, and housing.

Among other bills, Congress considered legislation regarding contraception and gay
marriage, despite there being no indication that the Supreme Court is moving to overturn the
right to contraception created in Griswold (1965) or the right to gay marriage created in
Obergefell (2015). Additionally, Congress considered a non-binding resolution calling for the
expansion of NATO, which would force American taxpayers to pay more for the security of
Europeans and put U.S. troops at greater risk of involvement in a destabilizing war in Europe. |
also had the chance to welcome constituents to Washington and to recognize an outstanding
local softball team on the House Floor. As always, | will continue to vigorously represent your
interests as your Representative in Congress.

Appropriations Minibus

This last week Congress passed a massive spending bill which funded six areas of
government for the next fiscal year. This $402 billion package was an overall 13% increase
above funding for last year and contained several provisions that backed away from long-
standing pro-life policies.

Much of our current economic slide can be traced to the runaway spending of the current
Democrat Congress, which has led to a 40-year high inflation rate, rising prices of goods and
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services, and paychecks being stretched to the breaking point. Even so, the House pushed
through Appropriations bills that included a 17% increase for Financial Services and General
Government, an 18% increase for Interior and Environment, and a 12.2% increase for
Transportation and Housing and Urban Development.

Inflation is a hidden tax on all Americans, and at a time when Americans are struggling to
pay for gas and groceries, the Federal government should be reducing spending. We should
prioritize core responsibilities such as our national security, and we must cut wasteful and
inefficient social programs. | will continue to be a leader in championing fiscal responsibility.
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NATO

Desperate to hold on to power, Democrats put forth several political messaging bills last
week instead of working to address inflation, secure our border, stop crime, and strengthen
education. While the power to ratify treaties resides in the Senate, House Democrats pushed a
non-binding resolution to support the expansion of NATO membership to include Finland and
Sweden. As the U.S. supports the Ukraine resistance against the invasion of Russia,
expanding NATO to the Russian-Finnish border during the fighting increases the risk of drawing
American troops into a broader European conflict, something to which | have been consistently
opposed. Further, NATO needs significant reform, and | have long called for NATO members to
pay their pledged fair share — 2 percent of GDP — and while Finland has done this, Sweden
has not.
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Assault Weapons Ban

Realizing there is only a limited number of legislative days before November’s election,
Speaker Pelosi and Congressional Democrats are playing politics with the Constitution and are
attempting to move on an assault weapons ban through the House of Representatives.

Under this plan, Democrats want to make it a felony for any American to sell, manufacture,
or possess an AR-15, or any one of over 200 similar firearms, and criminalize the gifting of


http://12.0.0.2/
https://iqconnect.house.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=VA06BC&crop=15785.16373975.3655972.8439525&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.voanews.com%2fa%2fcovid-19-pandemic_finland-pain-border-closure-blocks-russian-tourists%2f6190279.html&redir_log=427819330441739

legally owned firearms to a family member, friend, or neighbor. This assault on the Second
Amendment is an attempt to disarm law-abiding Americans, and | am continuing to fight their
efforts and defend our Constitution.
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All Star Darlings One Minute

On the House Floor last week | had the honor of recognizing an incredible achievement in
youth sports. The Amherst All Star Darlings, a girls youth softball team of 7- and 8-year-olds,
just finished their season undefeated. After winning both the district and state championships,
they have their eyes set on Cochran-Beckley, Georgia, where the girls’ softball world series will
be played later this month. These young ladies worked hard and were hungry for competition,
and their determination to win throughout the length of their season is nearly unmatched. Now
they are planning and working towards making their trip to Georgia possible to get the chance
to make this Cinderella story a reality. Their efforts are a story of comradery, hard work, and
laying the foundation for a bright future not only in sports but in all of their future
endeavors. The Sixth District will be cheering them on when they compete on July 31st in the
Dixie youth softball league world series. Congratulations to the Amherst All Star Darlings for
representing Virginia and the Sixth District so well.
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Honoring the All Star Darlings on the House Floor

Constituent Meetings

Meeting with local members of the National Turkey Federation
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Meeting with a constituent about supporting children during a Budget Committee Hearing

COVID-19 Update

Last week in Virginia there was an average 35 daily cases of COVID-19 per 100,000 residents,
down from 36 daily cases last week. This week's COVID-19 test positivity rate dropped to 22%.

For more information, click here.
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Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Congressman. If my office can ever be of
assistance, please contact my Washington office at (202) 225-5431.

For the latest updates from Washington and across the Sixth District, please follow
my Facebook and Twitter pages.

Ben Clume

Harrisonburg Office Lynchburg Office Roanoke Office Staunton Office
70 N Mason St 916 Main St 10 Franklin Rd SE 117 S Lewis St
Suite 110 Suite 300 Suite 510 Suite 215

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 Lynchburg, VA 24504 Roanoke, VA 24011 Staunton, VA 24401
Phone: (540) 432-2391 Phone: (434) 845-8306 Phone: (540) 857-2672 Phone: (540) 885-3861

Washington D.C.
2443 Rayburn HOB

Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-5431

Please do not reply to this email.
To share your thoughts please visit my website.
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